
What is new? 

• Children are taught in subject specific lessons 
• Children have individual books for the lessons and live 

marking is used in all lessons. 
• Children are seated so they can always see the board / 

P1/P2 to support engagement of learning 
• English and Maths working walls at the front of the 

room (linked to book colour) 
• Working walls for all other subjects (Key vocabulary, 

knowledge organisers, Step for Depth) 
• Oracy board 



WNAT’s Knowledge Based Curriculum Tree 

Knowledge Rich  

Ambitious 

A broad and rich vocabulary is taught 
explicitly, to enrich the cultural 

experience of our children. 

The knowledge content is carefully 
chosen and organised in a coherent 
way, ensuring it builds from year to 

year.. 

Learning opportunities promote a love 
of learning, curiosity and language 

development.  This ensures skills and 
knowledge are taught and 

remembered so they can make links 
and connections between learning. 



 

 
 



Background for Change 

‘Schools need to have a strong relationship with 
knowledge, particularly around what they want 
their pupils to know and how to do …’ 
 
‘A rich web of knowledge is what provides the 
capacity for pupils to learn even more and develop 
their understanding.’ 
 

(Amanda Spielman - HMCI – 2019) 



Background for Change 

Teacher: What did you 
learn in history last year 

about the Ancient Greeks? 
Child: Oh no, that wasn’t 

history. It was topic. 



What is a Knowledge Rich Curriculum 

• A knowledge-rich curriculum places powerful 
knowledge at the heart of the curriculum. 

• Primary Knowledge Curriculum has been 
developed in line with current thinking on how 
children learn (E.D Hirsch, Daniel Willingham & 
Dylan Wiliam) 

• An essential element of a knowledge curriculum 
is the development of a broad and rich 
vocabulary 

 
 



Plans – Long Term – Y2 



Plans – Lesson Plans 



Plans – Teacher Knowledge 

 
Lesson 1: Locating Ancient Rome 
 
Teacher knowledge: The Roman Empire was one of the most powerful and 
influential empires ever to have existed. Its influence is still felt today in 
everything from language, to culture, to the location of cities such as London. 
Founded by the mythical brothers Romulus and Remus, around 750 BCE, Rome 
grew in power over the centuries, reaching its height in the 2nd Century CE, 
before falling to the Goths in the 5th Century. It’s location in the centre of the 
Mediterranean gave it a powerful position from which to dominate the 
surrounding countries and remain safe for hundreds of years from migrating 
tribes and armies. 
 



Knowledge Organisers 



Working Walls 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Differentiation 

• All children to achieve the objective 
• LA – Supported by resources  
• Greater Depth – ‘Step for depth’ 

History – Steps for Depth Date:  

Which family would you like to belong to? 

The House of York or House of  

Lancaster? Why? 

History – Steps for Depth       Date: 

Based on the stories we have learnt today what 

kind of king do you think Alexander the Great will 

be? Why? 

Science – Steps for Depth Date: 

Humans are a part of many ecosystems. Can 

you think of three positive impacts we can 

have and 3 negative impacts we can have on 

the ecosystems? 

  



Assessment 

MULTIPLE-CHOICE 
QUIZZES 

KNOWLEDGE 
ORGANISERS 

QUESTIONING 

WRITTEN TASKS AND 
OTHER OUTCOMES 

IN BOOKS 

PUPIL VOICE 



Monitoring 

Questions to support: 

 

• Book Scrutinies 

• Effective Teaching 



Monitoring – Book Scrutinites 

• Used as a framework to 

improve standards 

• Professional dialogue 

with Teacher 

• Inform next steps, 

CPD & support 



Monitoring – Teaching & Learning 

• Standards 

• Professional dialogue 

• Inform next steps 



Governor Monitoring 

‘Deep Dive’ 

• In depth, intense look 

into 4 – 6 subject 

areas 

• Ensure curriculum 

intent is being 

achieved in lesson & 

children’s work 



Governor Monitoring – Deep Dive 



Governor Monitoring – Deep Dive 



Governor Monitoring – Evidence  



West Norfolk Academies Trust 

Thank you 


